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In the Name of Allah, the Most 
Gracious, the Most Merciful 
Foreword by the Noble Shaykh Aii 
Hassan al Halabi al Athari 
All praise is for Allah, the Guardian 
of the pious, and may peace and 
salutations be upon the noblest of 
messengers, and Imaam of the 
devoted and upon his family and his 
good, pure followers. 

To proceed: 

The respected elder brother, the 
Shaykh, the doctor Muhammad Musa 
Nasr (May Allah bless him and grant 
benefit by his knowledge) has asked 
me to write a few words as an 
introduction to this auspicious 
treatise of his, “The use of insight in 
a rebuttal of those who reject the 
combining of two prayers in 
residence due to rain”. 

I found myself not lingering to comply 
with his request and consent to his wish. 
For this treatise, despite its small size, 
has been authored, encompassing 
between its covers dedicated knowledge 
and absolute tjruth, which, is proved by 
the evidences. Also, the doubts 
surrounding the issue have been severed 
by his argument. 
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The need for this treatise (in the.. format 
in which it has been written) heightens 
when some of those who feign 
knowledge (And I don’t call them those 
who have knowledge!) emerge from all 
different directions, and deny (without 
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knowledge) and cause agitation 
(without patience), whereof deceiving 
some of the ignorant masses and a 
number of those who are gullible. They 
fool them with their feigning of 
understanding of the deen and 
transgress them with their differing! 

And they are, by Allah, smaller than 
that, due to that which they lack in the 
very fundamentals of correct knowledge 
and their lacking in the beginnings of 
knowing the truth. 

At any rate, I consider this treatise to 
be of merit, due to its exposing the 
ignorance of those who reject the 
combining and the reality of their 
arrogance due to their claims. 

So may Allah reward the respected 
shaykh, the doctor, Abu Anas 
Muhammad bin Musa Al Nasr with 
the best of that which He rewards a 
slave who stands up for His deen and 
gains victory for the sunnah of His 
messenger, sail Allahu alayhi wa 
sallam. 

He has not requested from me 
anything other than this, except that I 
ask for success and blessings for him 
and that he be increased in goodness, 
and verily He is the all Hearing 
Answerer of supplications. 

Ali Hassan Bin Abdul Hameed al 
Halabi al Athari. 

Praising Allah and sending prayers 
and salutations. 

Az Zarqa 

Jordan - 15 th Shawwal 1424 AH. 
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The use of insight in a 
rebuttal of those who reject 
the combining of two prayers jMI J £-s44 

in residence due to rain 




Indeed, all praise is for Allah. 
We praise Him, we seek His 
Assistance and we seek His 
Forgiveness. We seek refuge 
with Allah from the evil of our 
own selves and the corruption of 
our deeds. Whosoever Allah 
guides, none can lead astray and 
whosoever Allah misguides, 
there is none who can guide. 

I testily that there is no deity 
worthy of worship in truth 
except for Allah, alone. 

And I testify that Muhammad 
sail Allahu alayhi wa sallam is 
His slave and final messenger. 
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{Oh you who believe! Fear 
Allah (by doing all that which He 
has ordered and by abstaining from 
that which He has forbidden) as He 
should be feared. (Obey Him, be 
thankful to Him and remember 
Him always) and die not except in 
a state of Islaam (As Muslims (with 
complete submission to Allah))} 
[Al-Imraan, 102] 
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{Oh mankind! Be dutiful to 
your Lord, who created you 
from a single person (Adam) 
and from him (Adam) He 
created his wife (Hawwa (Eve)) 
and from them both He created 
many men and women; and fear 
Allah through Whom you 
demand (your mutual rights) and 
(do not cut the relations of) the 
wombs (kinship). Surely, Allah 
is Ever an All-Watcher over 
you} [Nisa:l] 

(Oh you who believe! Keep 
your duty to Allah and fear Him, 
and speak (always) the truth. He 
will direct you to do righteous 
good deeds and will forgive you 
your sins. And whosoever obeys 
Allah and His Messenger (sail 
Allahu alayhi wa sallam) he has 
indeed achieved a great 
achievement* (i.e. he will be 
saved from the Hellfire and will 
be admitted to Paradise)} [al 
Ahzaab: 70-71] 

To proceed: 
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The issue of combining two 
prayers is from the concessions 
which Allah has bestowed upon the 
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nation of Muhammad sail Allahu 
alayhi wa sallam. It is an old 
matter, which hasn’t gone 
unknown to those who are beyond 
doubt, from the people of 
knowledge. 

In latter times, controversy 
surrounding this issue has 
heightened, particularly in the cold 
winter days and the days of rain 
and cold. This controversy has 
heightened so much that sayings of 
opinion have forbidden and denied 
the combining of two prayers in 
these circumstances (despite the 
apparentness of its proof and the 
candidness of its authenticity!) and 
those who combine are accused of 
having committed a major sin, of 
being sinners and of having fallen 
into a serious offence. Some of the 
common folk have been deceived 
by the saying that there is no 
authentic evidence for this 
combining. 

So it became an obligation upon 
me to make clear the correct saying 
with regards to this matter, 
uncovering the deceit of those who 
deny this combining and their 
fitnah to the masses. 
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I do so by using ahadeeth of 
the messenger of Allah sail 
Allahu alayhi wa sallam, athaar 
of the salaf us saalih, the sahaba, 
the tabi’een and the ulama 
throughout the ages. 

I present this as a concise 
treatise, so whoever wants to 
read about this matter at greater 
length and detail, its incumbent 
upon them to return to the books 
of sunnah, fiqh and the books 
which discuss this matter 
specifically. From the best and 
most comprehensive of these 
books is that which our 'noble 
and virtuous brother, shaykh 
Mashoor Hassan Salman (may 
Allah grant him success) wrote, 
“Fiqh al jam bayna as salatain” 
for it is an outstanding book 
which is of great benefit. May 
Allah reward him with good. 

So I say, and with Allah lies 
success: 
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Firstly, the proof for the 
combining of two prayers with 
the excuse of rain in residence 
from the authentic sunnah, the 
narrations of the salaf as saalih 
and the people of knowledge of 
old and modern times: 


iSLun tl^jt tjj i Xji 

1 

jiUU jjajC I £ UJ J-S I 

:>UI 


- 6 - 



& 

<5^>90t0(db 

» : JLi ^Lp ^ 1^0 


On the authority of 
Ibn Abbas Radi Allahu 
Anhuma, who said, “The 
messenger of Allah sail 
Allahu alayhi wa sal lam 
combined Thuhr with Asr 
and Maghrib with Isha in 
Madina. It (his combining) 
wasn’t due to fear, nor 
rain .” 1 

Also narrated ibn 
Abbas Radi Allahu anhuma, 
who said, “The prophet sail 
Allahu alayhi- wa sallam 
prayed seven and eight 
raka’aat in Madina, Thuhr 
and Asr (eight raka’aat) and 
Maghrib and Isha (seven 
raka’aat)” Ayoob Radia Allah 
anhu asked, “Maybe it was a 
rainy night?” “Maybe”, Jabir 
replied . 2 

Ibn al Munthir 
Rahimahullah mentions the 
combining of the prayer in 


<. Jail fjry rfUil J 

j ^ (j c ojIL c f-LAjJlj 
- .[V * o : — < ] « Jiaji *)ij 

2§| q \ » :UaL_;l lp j 0 

j g k 11 ^Jiv£> 

Jl 43 . i—J jillj 

(Jli ? 0 4JJ J 

] . (( 1 — — 

[ (VO (JL>j OUT) 

0 -° u-° ^ ^ 

£ ^-1 (j Qmjl_ dlj 4 jL?x-m2 11 


1 Muslim (705) 

2 Bukhari (1112) and Muslim (704) 
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residence as an action done by 
the sahaba and tabi’een where 
he says: “...and that was done 
(i.e. the combining of two 
prayers in residency) by Abaan 
ibn Uthmaan, ‘Urwa ibn az 
Zubayr, Sa’eed ibn al 
Mussayyib, Abu Bakr ibn 
Adbir Rahmaan ibn ai Haarith 
ibn Hishaam, Abu salam ibn 
Abdir Rahmaan, Marwaan ibn 
al Hakurn and ‘Umar ibn 
Abdul Azeez.” 3 

The established fuqaha, at 
the head of them Ibn Taymiyyah 
Rahimahullah take the opinion 
of combining the prayer in cases 
of necessity or busiment (in the 
affairs of the Muslims), using as 
there proof the athar of Ibn 
Abbas Radia Allahu anhuma 
which is reported by Imaam 
Muslim Rah irp ahull ah, from the 
hadeeth of Ibn Shaqeeq who 
said, “A man said to Ibn Abbas 
“The prayer (Is due)?” Ibn 
Abbas remained silent. The man 
repeated, “The prayer?” Ibn 
Abbas remained silent, then 
said, “May you loose your 

3 Al Awsaat (2/431-432) 
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mother! Are you teaching us 
about the prayer and we used to 
combine the prayer in the time 
of the messenger of Allah sail 
Allahu alayhi wa sallam ?” 4 

It has also been established 
that ‘Umar Radi Allahu anhu 
combined Thuhr and Asr on a 
rainy day . 5 

Shaykh ul Islaam Ibn 
Taymiyyah Rahimahullah 
said 6 , commenting on the 
athar of Ibn Abbas Radia 
Allah anhuma: 

“ Ibn Abbas was not on a 
journey, nor was it raining. 

He used as a proof for 
combining that which he 
narrated about what they 
used to do in the time of the 
messenger ' of Allah sail 
Allahu alayhi wa sallam. He 
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4 It is well known that the saying of a sahabee “we used to do such and such in 
the time of Allahs messenger sail Allahu alayhi wa sallam indicates ijma of the 
sahaba and that the matter is well known and not to be rejected. The saying of a 
sahabee like this takes Hukm ar Raf [See glossary] 

5 Abdur Razzak in al Mussanif (2/556) on the authority of Ibrahim Ibn 
Muhammad on Safwaan Ibn Saleem. 

6 Majmoo ar rasaa’il (2/36) 
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was busy in an affair from 
the affairs of the Muslims. 
He was giving a khutba that 
the Muslims were in great 
need of, knowing that if he 
didn’t give it, or broke it up, 
the benefit of such a khutbah 
would be lost. So according 
to him, this was a necessity 
that permitted him combining 
two prayers. And indeed, the 
prophet sail Aiiahu aiayhi wa 
sallam used to combine in 
Madina, a combining that 
wasn’t due to rain or fear, but 
a necessity which presented 
itself. As he himself said, sail 
Aiiahu aiayhi wa sallam that 
he didn’t want to overburden ( 
his ummah. It is known that 
the prophet sail Aiiahu aiayhi 
wa sallam combined prayers 
in ‘Arafah and in Muzdalfah 
and he wasnH in a state of 
fear, nor was it raining, nor 
was he on a journey. Had he 
been on a journey, he would 
have combined his prayer on 
the way, likewise, he would 
have combined in Mecca (In 
Mecca, he sail Aiiahu aiayhi 
wa sallam shortened the 
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prayer only) and he would 
have combined when he went 
from Mecca to Mina, where 
he prayed Thuhr, Asr, 
Maghrib, Isha and Fajr. 
Rather, he prayed every 
prayer two rak’ah (except 
Maghrib) and prayed all of 
them separately in their 
correct times. His combining 
wasn’t a specific rite of Hajj, 
for had it been, he would 
have combined from the time 
he entered into ihraam. From 
this it becomes evident that 
his combining (which is 
mutawatir) in Arafah and 
Muzdalfah wasn’t due to rain 
fear or travel, neither was it a 
specific rite of Hajj. Likewise, 
his combining in Madina, 
which was reported by Ibn 
Abbas RadiAlIahu anhuma - 
his reason for combining was 
solely to lift extreme hardship 
from his ummah, so it they 
needed to combine, they 
could.” 
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Messenger of Allah’s combining: 

“So all of these 
ahadeeth prove the validity of 
combining two prayers at one 
time by reason of not 
overburdening his ummah. So 
combining is permissible if 
leaving it leads to hardship, for 
Allah hasn’t overburdened the 
ummah. This also proves the 
validity of combining due to a 
sickness which overburdens 
(with prayer)” 7 

He also said, Rahimahullah, 

“...and the combining of two 
prayers is a prescribed concession 
which can be done to remove any 
hardship the ummah faces. It is 
not prescribed except for when in 
great need. The action of 
combining doesn’t undermine the 
intent of the prayer.” 8 

He was asked, may Allah have 
Mercy upon him, about a man 
who was the imaam of a group 
of people on a rainy, frosty day. 
The imaam wanted to lead the 
people in the Maghrib prayed 
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7 Majmoo arrasaa’il (2/41) 

8 Majmoo ar rasaa’il (2/1 8) 
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and was requested to combine it 
(with Isha), to which he said: “I 
won’t do this”. The question 
was put forward to shaykh ul 
Islaam “Should the people pray 
in their homes?” he replied by 
saying: “All praise is to Allah, 
yes the combining is permissible 
due to extremely muddy 
conditions, extreme cold winds 
on a dark night and other such 
conditions. The most correct 
saying of the ulama is the 
permissibility of combining in 
these conditions, even if rain is 
not falling, and Allah Knows 
best .” 9 

Also F consider his 
saying in “Majmoo ar 
rasaa’il wal masaa’il” 
( 2 / 40 ): 

“So these athaar prove that 
combining the prayer due to 
rain is an old affair that was 
done in Madina in the time of 
the sahaba and tabi’een. In 
addition, it hasn’t been reported 
that any of the sahaba or 
tabi’een ever denied or rejected 
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- 13 - 



this. We know, therefore that 
their saying of its permissibility 
is tawatir. 


The author of the 
] Malikee book of fiqh, “al 
I Mudawana” said: “That 
' which comes with regard to 
combining the prayer in a 
rainy night - Imaam Malik 
Rahimahullah said 

“Combining the Maghrib 
and Isha prayer in a state of 
residence (is permissible) 
even if there isn’t any 
rainfall, if its dark and 
muddy.” (l/l 15) 

Imaam an Nawawi 
Rahima-hullah said, as 
mentioned by Ibn Kajj (the 
author of al ' Bayyan) and 
others, “The combining of 
salatul Jumuah and Asr is 
permissible in rainy 
conditions.” 10 

He also said, may 


10 Majmoo sharh al mathhab (4/237) 
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Allah have Mercy upon him, 

“A group from the a’imma 
take the view of the 
permissibility of combining 
two prayers in residency due 
to a need, to whoever 
doesn’t take it as a habit. 
This is the opinion of Ibn 
Sireen and a group form the 
mathhab of Malik. A1 
Khattabi reported this saying 
on: al Kaffal ash Shaashee al 
Kabeer from the Shafree 
mathhab, Ishaaq al 
Marwazee, a group from 
ahlul hadeeth, and it’s the 
opinion of Ibn al Munthir. 
This saying is supported by 
the saying of Ibn Abbas Radi 
Allahu anhu “he didn’t want 
to overburden his ummah” 
for he sail Allahu alayhi wa 
sallam didn’t restrict it to 
sickness or ’ other than 
this.” 11 

I say: as for the saying of 
‘Umar ibn al Khattab Radia 
Allah anhu “Three things are 
from the major sins; the 
combining of two prayers 
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without valid reason...”, it was 
explained by ‘Umar himself 
where he combined two prayers 
when it was raining. Showing 
that rainfall was a valid reason 
for combining according to 
‘Umar Radi Allahu anhu. Like 
this, the narrations and proofs 
explain and clarify each other. 

Ibn al Munthir said, 
“The combining of two 
prayers in residency is 
permissible in circumstances 
other than fear, rainfall and 
sickness.” Al Khattabi 
narrated it in Ma’aalim as 
Sunnan on the authority of 
Al Qaffal al ICabir ash 
Shashi from Abi Ishaaq al 
Marwazee. 

Al Khattabi said, “It 
is the saying of a group of 
ahlul hadeeth due to the 
apparent meaning of the 
hadeeth of Ibn Abbas Radi 
Allahu anhuma” 12 
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12 Ghiat al maraam, sharh Mughnee thawil affhaam, Ibn Abdul Hadee, the sharh 
by Shaykh Abdul Mohsin al Abeekaan (6/507) 
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Ibn al Khuzayma 
said, “The ulama of the 
Hijaaz never differed about 
the validity and 

permissibility of combining 
two prayers due to rain .” 13 


pJ » : *sy>- y>\ Jli 0 

Jy-j <L^ c-LJip 
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Al Haafith Ibn Abdul 
Barr said with regards to the 
combining of two prayers in 
rainy conditions. “It is a well 
known matter which was 
done in Madina ”. 14 
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The allamah Ibn 
Sa’dee said, “...and the 
correct is the permissibility 
of combining if a valid 
excuse is present. There are 
no prerequisites for 
combining other than the 
presence of a 'valid excuse, 
neither praying both prayers 
one straight after the other, 
nor intention to combine (in 
the first prayer) are 
prerequisites. Their saying 
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13 Saheeh Ibn al Khuzayma (2/85) 

14 al Istithkaar 6/31 
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that the meaning of 
combining stems from only 
joining and linking is not 
accepted, for they don’t 
obligate continuing in jam ul 
ta’kheer 15 . Rather, the 
meaning of combining is 
making the time for two 
separate prayers one time for 
both. With this, the ease that 
is wanted by combining is 
achieved. If it becomes 
difficult to pray each prayer 
in its proper time, then there 
is the combining of Thuhr 
and Asr and of Maghrib and 
Isha in the time of one of 
them .” 16 
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Rulings of 
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Standing Committee 
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Academic Research 
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Rulings (Al Laina 

ad 
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15 Combining is of two types; Jam’ut taqdeem and jam’ ut takheer. 

Jam’ ut taqdeem is when the two prayers are combined into the time of the 
earlier, e.g. Thuhr and Asr prayed in the time of Thuhr. 

Jam’ at ta’kheer is when the two prayers are prayed in the time of the latter 
of the two, e.g. Thuhr and Asr combined in the time of Asr. [Translators Note] 

16 Fiqh ash Shaykh ibn Sadee (2/308) 
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Firstly, ruling no. 426T 17 . 


5*>Lv? jAXJ J jAi 


Question : Some of the 
fuqaha say, “We pray al 
Maghrib and Isha together in 
rainy conditions with two 
athaans”, what is the ruling of 
this? 

Answer, The sunnah in this 
matter is that a person combines 
Maghrib and Isha with one 
athaan and two iqamas, if there 
is a justifying reason for 
combining, such as travel, 
sickness and rain in residence. 
This is what the authentic 
sunnah points to due to the 
actions of the prophet sail 
Allahu alayhi wa sallam, and 
success lies with Allah. May 
Allah send prayers and 
salutations upon our prophet 
Muhammad and upon his 
family, companions and 
followers. 
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The Standing Committee for 
Academic Research and 
Rulings. 

Vice Chairman Member 


17 Fatawa al Lajna ad daa’ima (8/142) 
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Abdur Razzak 
al Afeefee 


Abdullah Ibn 
Ghadyaan 


Chairman 
Abdul Azeez ibn Abdullah bin Baaz 
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Secondly, fatwa no. 5133 

Question : is the combining of 
Maghrib and Isha in days of rain 
only a concession, or is it like 
shortening the prayer on a 
journey, i.e. a concession and 
doing it is an action more proper 
in its accordance to the Sunnah? 

Answer. The combining of 
Maghrib and Isha is a concession 
when travelling, when sick and in 
rainy conditions. It has- been 
established that the messenger of 
Allah sail Allahu alayhi wa 
sallam said, “Verily Allah Loves 
for His slaves to act by His 
concessions as He hates for them 
to act in disobedience to Him” 
and in another narration, “as He 
loves for His slaves to act by that 
which He has made obligatory 
upon them”. It has also been 
established that he, sail Allahu 
alayhi wa sallam said with 
regards to shortening the prayer 
on a journey, “It’s a charity which 
Allah has bestowed upon you, so 
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18 Fatawa al Lajna ad Daa’ima 8/143 
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accept His charity.” And success 
lies with Allah. May Allah send 
prayers and salutations upon our 
prophet Muhammad and upon his 
family, companions and followers. 1 8 

The Standing Committee for 
Academic Research and Rulings. 


Member 
Abdullah [bn 
Ghadyaan 

ViceChairman 
Abdur Razzak 
a! Afeefee 


Member 
Adbullah Ibn 
Ka’ood 

Chairman 

Abdul Azeez ibn 
Abduiiah bin Baaz 


Cu ^ pt-JiI 4A>Jl]! 

f-llsVi 9 


kill Jup oUjA kill J Up 

jh kiil-LP ^ jjy*JLtp (jl j 

[Ur/A: JuSloJl ku-JU ] 


Thirdly, fatwa no. 7757 

Question : (With regards to 
the prerequisites of the 
combining of two prayers) If two 
prayers are combined, are the 
Sunnah and Witr prayers to be 
prayed? 


: (Wov) : Rib 4 
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/drtswr: The combining of 
two prayers is prescribed for the 
traveller, the sick and the resident 
on a rainy night. It is incumbent 
to pray the Witr after Isha, which 
is prayed with Maghrib, Jam at 
taqdeem. And success lies with 
Allah. May Allah send prayers 
and salutations upon our prophet 
Muhammad and upon his family, 
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19 Fatwa al Lajna ad Daa’ima (8/144) 
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companions and followers, 

The Standing Committee for '^ UJi <u5ljJ1 

Academic Research and Rulings. *l^!j 


ViceChairman Member 

Abdur Razzak bdullah Ibn 

A1 Afeefee Ghadyaan 

Chairman 

19 

Abdul Azeez ibn Abdullah bin Baaz 

Our shaykh, the 
eminent Imaam Naasir ud 
Deen al Albani said, after 
mentioning the athaar of the 
tabi’een mentioned in the 
Muwata of Imaam Malik 
which prove that the tabi’een 
never denied the combining 
of the prayer on a rainy 
night: “This proves that 
combining due to rainfall 
was customary to them and 
it’s supported t>y the hadeeth 
of Ibn Abbas Radia Allahu 
anhuma, “...it (his 
combining) wasn’t due to 
fear nor rain” which makes 
us perceive that combining 
due to rain was a known 
practise in the time of the 
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messenger of Allah sail 
Allahu alayhi was sallam. If 
this wasn’t the case, there 
wouldn’t have been any 
benefit in his negating rain 
as a possible reason for his 
combining. Ponder over 


Our shaykh, the 
Imaam Bin Baaz said, after 
mentioning the issue of 
shortening the prayer, “as for 
the combining of two 
prayers, its affair is much 
broader (than the affair of 
shortening the prayer) for it 
is permissible for the sick 
and for the Muslims in their 
masaajid when it is raining. 
Its permissible for them to 
combine al Maghrib with 
Isha and Thuhr with Asr, but 
its not permissible for them 
to shorten the prayer, for 
shortening is specific for 
travellers. And success lies 
with Allah .” 21 
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20 Irwaa al Ghaleel (4/30) 

21 Tuhfat al Akhwaan bi Ajwibati tata ‘Alaq bi Urkaan il Islaam (121) 
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And he was asked, may Allah 
have mercy upon him, “what’s 
your view with regards to 
combining Maghrib and Isha in 
residency due to rain in a city 
where the streets are paved and the 
footpaths lit up so there 'is no 
hardship (in going to the masjid)? 

Answer: “There is no harm in 
combining Maghrib with Isha and 
Thuhr with Asr due to rainfall 
which causes hardship in going to 
the masjid according to the most 
correct saying of the ulama. 
Likewise, in extremely muddy 
conditions it is permissible, due 
to the hardship it causes. The asl 
of this is that which is 
established in the saheehain on 
the authority of Ibn Abbas Radi 
Allahu anhuma that the prophet 
sail Allahu alayhi was sailam 
combined (ih Madina) Thuhr 
with Asr and Maghrib with Isha. 
In a narration of Imaam Muslim, 
he reports an addition, “...it (his 
combining) wasn’t due to fear 
nor rain.” This proves that it was 
well known with the sahaba 
Radia Allah anhum that fear and 


22 Ibid (124) 
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rainfall were valid reasons for 
combining the prayer, as was 
travelling. However, when 
combining due to rain, 
shortening is not permissible, 
only combining, due to being 
resident. The concession of 
shortening the prayer is from the 
concessions which are specific 
to travellers, and success lies 
with Allah.” 22 
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Our shaykh, 

Muhammad ibn Saalih al 
Uthyameen Rahimahultah 
was also asked about the 
ruling of combining Maghrib 
with Isha and Thuhr with 
Asr in residency, he 
answered, “The combining 
of Thuhr with Asr and 
Maghrib with Isha is 
permissible, if leaving it 
(combining) would lead to 
hardship or missing the 
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jama’ah. An example of 
hardship is sickness and 'an 
example of establishing the 
jama’ah is the combining of 
the prayer during rainfall, 
because if each person 
prayed individually at home 
in the correct time, the 
jama’ah would not have 
been established for that 
prayer. The 

combining of two prayers 
(with a valid reason) has 
been made permissible in 
our legislation, as proves the 
hadeeth of Ibn Abbas Radia 
Allahu anhuma .” 23 

Secondly, the combining of 
two prayers due to violent 
winds and sickness 

The Shaykh Abdul 
Mohsin al Abeekaan said, 
“...and the combination of 
the two Ishas (Maghrib and 
Isha) is permissible in the 
presence of strong, cold 
winds. This is the mathhab 
and the mathhab of Malik 
and is the view chosen by 
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23 Majmoo al Fatawa wa Rasaa’il ash Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al 
Uthaymeen (5/379) 
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Shaykh ul Islaam Ibn 
Taymiyyah and Shaykh 
Muhammah ibn Ibrahim. 
Imaam Ahmad said about 
the narration of Maymoona, 
“Ibn ‘Umar used to combine 
in cold nights” and 
numerous narrators have 
reported the addition “...at 
night”, and as reported in “al 
Mathhab”, “al Mustaw’ib”, 
and “al Kaafee” “...in 
darkness ”.” 24 

Shaykh ul Islaam 
ibn u Taymiyyah said, “The 
combining of prayers due to 
sickness is deemed 
permissible by him t (Imaam 
Ahmad), Malik and a group 
from the mathhab of 
ShafTee .” 25 

Thirdly: .Those who reject 
combining should combine 
with the Jama’ah for the sake 
for the sake of unity and 
averting fitnah 
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Mohsin al Abeekaan (6/501) 

25 Majmoo al fatawa (24/28) 


- 27 - 



Ibn u Taymiyyah 
Rahimahullah said, “...and 
combining due to rain is a 
reported action of the 
sahaba. Imaam Malik reports 
on the authority of Naff that 
if the a’imma combined 
Maghrib and Isha on a rainy 
night, Abdullah ibn ‘Umar 
would combine with them. 
A1 Bayhaqi said, and its 
been reported by al ‘Umaree 
on the authority of Naff, 
“...before the twilight”. 
Imaam Shaffee narrates in 
al Qadeer; “its been narrated 
to me by some of my 
companions on the authority 
of Usama bin Zayd, on the 
authority of Muath ibn 
Abdillah ibn Habeeb that Ibn 
Abbas Radiallahu anhuma 
combined them (Maghrib 
and Isha) during rainfall, 
before the twilight” and then 
he mentioned what was 
reported by Abu ash Shaykh 
al Asbahanee with an 
established chain, on the 
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authority of Hishaam, “They 
used to (i.e. the sahaba) 
congregate when they 
combined two prayers and 
did not leave that.” And 
through the same chain on 
the authority of Musa ibn 
‘Uqba, who said that ‘Umar 
ibn Abdul Azeez used to 
combine Maghrib and Isha' if 
it was raining and that 
Sa’eed ibn al Mussayib, 
‘Urwa ibn az Zubayr and 
Abi Bakr ibn Abdur 
Rahmaan and the scholars of 
that time used to pray with 
them, and they never 
disapproved or left that .” 26 

I say: so look, may Allah have 
mercy upon you, at his saying 
“...and the scholars of that time 
used to pray with them, and they 
never disapproved or left that”. 
These scholars were the scholars 
of the salaf, whose blessed era 
was very close to the time of 
prophecy and revelation. Look at 
their understanding of the deen 
and their adherance to the word of 
unity and harmonisation amongst 
themselves. Compare this to some 
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of the mashay’aikh of our time, 
those who give them religious 
verdicts and those who blindly 
follow them. You will surely see 
a huge contrast between that 
which the salaf were upon and 
that which the khalaf brought, and 
Allah is the One who Aids. 


Shaykh ul Islaam continues, 
after his mentioning of the stance 
of the Salaf with regards to 
combining the prayer due to rain, 
u ...so these athaar prove that 
combining the prayer due to rain 
is an old affair which was done 
in Madina in the time of the 
Sahaba and Tabi’een. In 
addition, it hasn’t been reported 
that any of the Sahaba or 
Tabi’een ever denied or 
rejected 27 this practise, therefore 
it is known that their saying of its 
permissibility is tawatir...” to 
where he said, “...so all of these 
ahadeeth prove the validity of 
combining two prayers into one 
time so as not to overburden his 
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27 1 say: the rejecting of this practice is not established, so the lack of establishment 
of them withdrawing from thejam’aah (As we see and witness some of our brothers 
doing, may Allah guide them) is even more probable. 
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ummah. So the combining is 
permissible if leaving it leads to 
hardship, for Allah hasn’t 
overburdened the ummah,- This 
also proves the validity of 
combining the prayer due to a 
sickness which causes hardship 
with praying each prayer in the 
correct way (i.e. standing, in its 
correct time, with the jama’ah, 
etc.) The combining is also 
permissible for the one who isn’t 
able to complete purification 
twice except for with difficulty 
like the mustahaada and those in 
other such conditions which 
cause hardship in purification .” 28 

I say: how excellent is 
shaykh ul Islaam ibn u 
Taymiyyah, his being a S'alafee 
Imaam, a faqeeh, a muhaqaq and 
follower of the sunnah! This 
speech of his is like a doctors 
treating of the sick, for he 
destroyed the argument of every 
obstinate, proud follower of his 
desires. In his speech is 
guidance for he who Allah 
wants success and correction 
for. And verily the reminder 
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benefits the believers. 


Hishaam ibn ‘Urwa 
said, “I saw Abban ibn 
Uthmaan combining al 
Maghrib and Isha on a rainy 
night. Urwa ibn az Zubayr, 
Abu Salma ibn Abdir 
Rahmaan and Aboo Bakr 
ibn Abdir Rahmaan prayed 
with him and they didn’t 
disapprove of it.” And it 
isn’t known that they had 
any opposition in their time, 
therefore, they were in 
ijma . 29 

I say: Ibn ‘Umar Radi Allahu 
anhuma prayed behind al Hajjaj 
and it isn’t established that he used 
to pray in other than its time (i.e. 
on his own, or with another 
jama’ah). In addition, some of the 
sahaba prayed » behind ibn Abee 
Ma’eet, who used to drink alcohol 
and once prayed salatul Fajr four 
raka’aat. 

They prayed behind such 
individuals because they knew the 
evil consequences of breaking 
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away from their a’imma and 
leaders. They knew it would lead 
to the manifestation of corruption 
and evil in the ummah that would 
have an impact on both the general 
masses and specific individuals. 
They knew it would bring out the 
fitnah of the khawarij and their 
takfeer of the Muslims. 

The action of Abdullah ibn 
Masood where he prayed four 
raka’at behind Uthmaan in Mina 
(he prayed two raka’at with the 
prophet sail Allahu alayhi wa 
sallam) shows his understanding 
of the deen and his wisdom and 
appreciation of the 

consequences of differing. 

Ibn Abdul Barr said 
in “at Tamheed”, 
“...because differing with 
the a’imma is not 
permissible except in that 
which is haraam. As for that 
which is permissible, it’s 
not permissible to differ 
with them if they incite the 
masses upon it . 30 
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On the authority of 
Naff who said, “When the 
leaders used to combine 
Maghrib and Isha due to 
rain, Abdullah ibn ‘Umar 
would combine with 
them .” 31 
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As proceeded, 

Abdullah ibn Masoods 
preferred opinion was _.to 
pray two raka’aat, yet he still 
prayed behind ‘Uthmaan 
(who prayed four in Mina). 
He did this so that fitnah and 
evil wouldn’t occur in the 
ranks of the common people, 
where they would break into 
parties and groups and 
blindly follow one of the 
parties. 


We asked Imaam al 
Albaani about the imams 
leading the people in salat al 
Fajr before its time, should 
we break away from the 
prayer in jama’ah and pray in 
our homes? He answered in 
the negative, “Pray in the 
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masaajid with them, make it 
an optional prayer, then pray 
salat ul Fajr in your homes. 
The saying of the messenger 
of Allah sail Allahu alayhi wa 
sallam is well known, “The 
imaam is answerable” and his 
saying, “They lead you in 
prayer, so if they do it well, its 
for you and for them and if 
they do it badly then its 
against them ” 

I say: If the prophet sail Allahu 
alayhi wa sailam combined the 
prayer without reason, as an act of 
legislating it for his ummah, then 
was his combining permissible in 
the eyes of those who reject 
combining? 

Likewise the combining of Ibn 
Abbas Radi Allahu anhuma when 
he gave a khutba to the people 
and an objector complained by 
saying “The prayer?” and 
repeating it numerously until Ibn 
Abbas said to him “You have no 
mother! You’re teaching me the 
sunnah?!” he then established the 
proof against him by narrating the 
action of the prophet sail Allahu 
alayhi wa sallam where he 
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combined and wasn’t in a state of 
fear nor was it raining. 

Would Ibn Abbas Radi Allahu 
anhuma have combined a 
combination that wasn’t 
permissible, his being a bonifide 
scholar of the ummah and 
Turjumaan al Qur’aan?! 

Did anyone praying behind 
him walk out due to his 
combining not being permissible 
and not agreeing with his 
justification for combining? 

The as! in this matter is 
combining with the imaam, acting 
upon the fundamental principle of 
“Uniting upon the word of the 
Muslims and reconciliation 
between their hearts and repelling 
corruption from them.” The 
uniting upon the word of the 
Muslims is a great foundation 
from the foundations of Islaam 
and its result is praiseworthy and 
beloved in the sight' of Allah, 
many proofs from the Qur’aan, 
sunnah and actions of the salaf of 
this ummah back this up. 

The salaf used to love 
harmonization and unity and hate 
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difference and separation. They 
used to unite the ummah behind 
her a’imma, regardless whether 
they were khulafa or ulama or 
a’imma of the masaajid, they 
never made a distinction between 
them. Nor did they act with any 
irregularity with regards to this, 
even if the person in leadership’s 
view conflicted with their own. 
They used to prefer that which 
was deemed to be correct over 
that which they believed to be 
correct if there was in doing so 
unity of the ummah and her 
strengthening. 

Fourthly: the prayer in the 
masjid with the jama’ah is more 
proper than the individual 
prayer at home 

Shaykh ul Islaam ibn 
Taymiyyah said with regards to 
the leaving of combining the 
prayer with the jama’ah and 
praying at home, “...rather the 
leaving of combining the prayer 
with the jama’ah and praying at 
home is an innovation which is 
in opposition to the sunnah. The 
sunnah is to pray five daily 
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prayers in the masaajid with the 
jama’ah. This is by ijma of the 
Muslims, more proper than 
praying individually at home. 
The combined prayer in the 
masaajid is more correct than 
the individual prayer at home by 
ijma of the a’imma who 
consider the combining 
permissible, like Malik, Shafi’ee 
and Ahmad .” 32 
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The matter of combining the 4_J| « yL| ^.i st j| 

prayer due to rain and the need for , 

it is left to the discretion of the I^LS' li! 
a’imma, particularly if they are 

from the people of knowledge. J-** Cr° 


. And it is obligatory to have a 
good opinion of the people of 
knowledge, npt to doubt them in 
their knowledge and not to degrade 
or debase them from the station to 
which Allah has raised them. 

The proofs for the combining of 
the prayer due to rainfall are many, 
the actions of the prophet sail 
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Allahu alayhi wa salJam, Ibn Abbas 
Radi Allahu anhuma and the 
sahaba (at the head of them, ‘Umar 
and his son Abdullah Radi Allahu 
anhuma). 

The majority of mashay’aikh 
from the Salaf used to combine 
their prayers with their leaders 
without any objection at all. 
From these leaders who used to 
combine, the Sahabee ‘Umar ibn 
al Khattab and the Leader of the 
Muslims, ‘Umar ibn Abdul 
Azeez. 

Oh Allah, make us see the 
truth as the truth and grant us the 
success to follow it and make us 
see the falsehood as falsehood 
and grant us the success not to 
fail into it. 

And all praise is to Allah, 
Lord of the, Alamin 

Dr Muhammad Musa Nasr 

Abu Anas 

lO^Muharram 1424AH. 
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Glossary 


Ahlul 

People 

‘Alim (pi. Ulama) 

Scholar 

Allamah 

Scholar 

Asl (pi. Usool) 

Root, origin, foundation 

Athaan 

The call to prayer 

Athar (pi. Athaar) 

A recorded saying or action 
of the salaf us saalih 

Faqeeh (pl.Fuqahaa) 

An Islamic jurist 

Fitnah 

Trial, ordeal 

Fatwa (pi. Fatawa) 

A religious verdict or ruling 
given by a faqeeh 

Haafith 

A scholar known for his 
strong memorisation of 
hadeeth and its chain of 
narrators. 

Hadeeth (pi. Ahadeeth) 

A recorded saying, action or 
tacit approval of the prophet 
Sail Allahu alayhi wa sallam 

Haraam 

That which Allah has 
forbidden in its totality and 
must be avoided. 

Hukm ar Raf 

When a Sahabee narrates/does 
something that he/she couldn’t 
have said/done without 

information from the prophet 
Sail Allahu alayhi wa sallam. 
For example, if they narrate 
about a matter from the affairs 
of the unseen without directly 
ascribing it to the prophet Sail 
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AUahu alayhi wa sallam. 
Technically, it is an athar, but 
is raised to the level of a 
hadeeth because ail the sahaba 
are trustworthy. 

Ihraam 

The state in which a person 
must enter before performing 
Hajj or Umrah. 

Ijma 

Consensus of the ulama on a 
particular issue, after the 
death of the prophet Sail 
Allahu alayhi wa sallam. 

Imaam (pi. A’imma) 

A religious authority or the 
person who leads the prayer. 

Jama’ah 

Congregation, usually refers 
to prayer in congregation. 

Khalaf * 

r 

Those who came after the 
salaf. 

Khaleefa (pi. Khulafa) 

The ruler of the Muslims. 

Khawarij 

A deviant sect whose fitnah 
heightened in the time of 
Uthmaan and ‘Alee. From 
their deviancies, their takfeer 
of the Muslim who falls into 
a major sin, and their belief 
that such a person is bound 
for the Hell fire. Also their 
revolting against the khulafa 
and deeming of this to be 
permissible. 

Khutba 

Sermon 

Masjid (pi Masaajid) 

Place of worship of the 
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Muslims. 

Mathhab 

Juristic school of thought 

Muhaqaq 

Verifier, checker 

Mustahaada 

The lady, when blood other 
than that of her period flows 
from her continuously. 

Raka’ah (pi.Raka’aat) 

A single unit of prayer 

Sahabee (pi. Sahaba) 

A companion of the prophet 
Sail Allahu alayhi wa sallam. 
Technically, someone who 
met him. believed in his 
message and died upon that 
belief. 

Saheehain 

The two most authentic books 
of hadeeth - Bukhari and 
Muslim. 

Salaat t 

Prayer. 

Salaf us Saalih 

The first three and best 
generations of the Muslims, 
the Sahaba, the tabi’een and 
those who accompanied the 
tabi’een. 

Shaykh (pi. Mashay’aikh) 

Person of knowledge 

Sunnah 

Linguistically “The way, 
refers to the words, actions 
and tacit approvals of the 
prophet Sail Allahu alayhi wa 
sallam. Can also be used to 
mean the belief and 
methodology of the prophet. 

Tabi’ee (pl.tabi’een) 

Those who were 

companions/students of the 
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sahaba. 

Takfeer 

The declaring of a Muslim to 
be a non believer 

Tawatir (Mutawatir) 

When a narration is narrated 
by such a large number of 
narrators, its authenticity is 
beyond question. 

Turjuman al Qur’aan 

The title given to Ibn Abbas 
by the prophet Sail Allahu 
aiayhi wa sailam. Literatly 
means the translator or 
interpreter of the Qur’aan. | 

Ummah 

The nation of Muhammad 
Sail Allahu aiayhi wa sailam, 
the believers from his time to 
the Day of Judgement. 


Pronunciation guide 

Thu hr, athaan - “th” pronounced as in this, that, they. 
Athar, athaar - “th” pronounced as in think, thought, thick. 
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